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Amateur Radic 


FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


Another year has arrived and with that, | was 
thinking about our membership. We have a 
varied group of great people. We seem to like 
being together and help each other when 
needed. 


But | wonder, what we could do as a club to 
make the hobby even more enjoyable. 


Basically, the hobby is about communicating 
with other hams. | think of it as the original 
Face Book. How we do this is what keeps up 
our interest. Phone, cw, digital, repeaters, 
EchoLink, moon bounce are just a few of the 
many modes of communicating with other 
hams. There are modes for each license class 
and as club, it should be a goal to explore them 
all so that members can get more involved. 


Sometimes its hard to leave the comfort zone 
of one mode and go to another. | remember all 
the mistakes | made when | first tried PSK-31, 
at the time a new digital mode, but once | got 
pass the learning curve, it became one of my 
favorites. 


What's your favorite? | encourage all you to 
make a goal this year to try something 
different. If you need help, ask and we will get 
it for you. 


Enough rambling. 


This month's meeting will be at the Sonoma 
EOC and Frank, KG6N will be the presenter. 


January 2013 


One agenda item will be to schedule net 
control stations for the year, so don't be shy. If 
you haven't done it, give ita try. See above. 


VOMARC will be hosting a VE session on Jan. 
28th at McDougle Hall. Time to upgrade! 


| am thinking of some of our former members 
who have gone to Ham Heaven, Steve, Joan, 
Tom and John. 


Interested in playing around with some new 
digital modes, go to 
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/K1JT/wsjt.ht 
ml These are similar to JT65 but designed for 
a specific function. 


The ARRL VHF/UHF contest is the weekend of 
19 - 21 of this month. | have a couple of 10 
element, 2 meter beams that need to be tried. 


Please let any of the officers know what you 
would like to see at our meetings. Our aim is 
to see attendance up this year, so tell us want 
you want to see. 


January is the time for New Year's resolutions, 
so make one to turn on your radio and talk to 
somebody. 


—73, Jim, KEUUW 


Profile: W6DDU - Gordon Kirby 


VOMARC member Gordon Kirby, W6DDU, 
was born in Phoenix, Arizona but moved to 
Hamilton, Missouri at age 1 and then on to 
nearby Cameron, a bit later. He got into ham 
radio as a teen when his “Elmer”, Clifford 
Combs, tutored him in a Baptist Church 
program for children. He was soon to be 
licensed as WNOLET. 


As a young man facing the draft, he decided to 
join the U.S. Navy in 1965. When the Navy 
found out he was an amateur radio operator, 
he was immediately sent to radioman school. 
He recalls his instructor in morse code did not 
keep him in class long as he already knew 
code and just needed to get to the speed of 15 
WPM on a communication typewriter to qualify. 


Upon graduation, he was assigned to duty on 
the ship, USS Mauna Kea (AE-22), which was 
an ammunition ship. He was a radio operator 
but says that each and every crew member 
was required to complete both fire-fighting and 
damage control classes. He points out that it 
would not take much of a fire out of control on 
his ship to destroy it quickly. He completed 
three tours on board the Mauna Kea in the Gulf 
of Tonkin off Viet Nam and left the Navy in 
1969. 


Following his military adventures, Gordon 
again became active in amateur radio with the 
call WN7QBV. 


Gordon settled into blacksmithing. His 
grandfather had been a life-long blacksmith so 


Gordon says it was in his blood. He held the 
call KA6AAC for a while. But, after a while, 
work and family commitments kept him from 
being active as aham. He spent over 30 years 
doing architectural blacksmith work before 
retiring. 


Upon retirement, Gordon found time to jump 
back into radio with the call KJGPDD which he 
obtained just two years ago. SInce then he has 
completed his Extra Class license and taken 
the new call, W6EDDU, the former call of a now- 
deceased friend. 


The station at W6DDU is in a constant state of 
flux. Gordon started with an old Kenwood TS- 
520 transceiver, then got a new Kenwood TS- 
590S and a Heath SB-201 linear. He then 
obtained a rebuilt Henry Radio full-limit linear 
amplifier which had been rebuilt to use newer 
tubes. His last upgrade to his station in the 
picture above includes the Yaesu FT-5000 
200-watt transceiver to the right and the rebuilt, 
modernized Alpha 76 linear amplifier to the left. 
Incidentally, this amplifier is shown in photo 
ads to put out full legal power continuously by 
having a red brick holding down a manual 
morse key!! 


Gordon enjoys nets and hunting DX. Find him 
on 3975 kHz every night around 1900 [Golden 
Bear Net] and 3952 kHz around 1930 [Western 
Public Service System]. His two OCF wire 
antennas and his new HexBeam help him do 
very well as he has almost 100 countries 
worked. 

—by N6KM, Ken McTaggart 


YES, THEY WILL 
PROSECUTE 


After unsuccessfully appealing to the FCC to 
cancel his $20,000 forfeiture, Joaquim 
Barbosa, N2KBu, of Elizabeth, New Jersey 
was issued a Forfeiture Order stating that he 
must pay $16,000 for “willfully and repeatedly 
violating Section 301 of the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended by operating a radio 
transmitting equipment on the frequency 
296.550 MHz without Commission 
authorization. The FCC noted in the Forfeiture 


Order that based on the examination process 
involved in pursuing an amateur license, 
“amateur licensees are expected to have an 
understanding of radio operations and 
pertinent FCC regulations, including Part 97 of 
the FCC’s rules governing the Amateur Radio 
Service. Licensed amateur operators know that 
they are authorized to operate only on the 
frequencies listed in Section 97.301 of the 
rules, as designated by their operator class 
and license. Pursuant to the Table of 
Allocations, the 267-322 MHz band -- the band 
that Barbosa was operating in -- is allocated 
solely for federal government use, which we 
continue to believe Barbosa knew (or should 
have known) was not authorized for non- 
government use.”Barbosa’s Amateur Radio 
license expired August 31, 2008, but his timely 
filed renewal application was listed as “Offlined 
for Enforcement Bureau Action” in the ULS. As 
such, Barbosa was legally allowed to operate 
while his case was undergoing the 
enforcement proceedings. (from ARRL) 


—submitted by Jim KEUUW 
ARRL in Action: What Have We 


Been Up to Lately? 
01/02/2013 


Compiled by S. Khrystyne Keane, K1SFA, 
ARRL News Editor 


The ARRL filed a Petition for Rulemaking with 
the FCC, asking it to amend Sections 2 and 97 
of its rules and create a domestic Amateur 
Radio allocation at 472-479 kHz, conforming to 
the allocation status and limitations set forth in 
the international Radio Regulations and as 
approved at the 2012 World 
Radiocommunication Conference. 


The FCC issued a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking, seeking to give primary status of 
the entire amateur portion of the 160 meter 
band to the Amateur Radio Service. It also 
proposed a new LF amateur band at 135.7- 
137.8 kHz. 


The ARRL has created a new informational 
page to issue daily status updates and 
information of interest to the Logbook of The 
World (LoTW) user community. In addition, 


LoTW’s processing queue is now updated 
hourly, telling how many logs and QSOs have 
been uploaded to the LoTW system and are 
awaiting processing. 


Together with QST Editor-in-Chief Steve Ford, 
WBS8IMY, ARRL Lab Test Engineer Bob 
Allison, WB1GCM, prepared a video and a web 
page to introduce the ARRL’s Evolution of 
Amateur Radio exhibit. 


Development Update: ARRL Individual Giving 
Manager Lauren Clarke, KB1YDD, reported 
that the ARRL Diamond Club is at 82 percent 
of its 2012 goal (1219 donors), the Spectrum 
Defense Fund is at 83 percent of its goal (2541 
donors), the W1AW Endowment Campaign is 
at 71 percent of its goal (881 donors) and the 
Education & Technology Fund is at 108 
percent of its goal (659 donors). Click here to 
make your contribution to the fund of your 
choice. 


NASA is now accepting proposals from US 
schools, museums, science centers and 
community youth organizations to host an 
ARISS contact in 2013. 


The ARRL is now offering the satellite 
computer-aided tuning interface -- as featured 
in the October 2012 issue of QST -- for use 
with SatPC32 software and the Yaesu FT-817 
transceiver. 


W1AW Station Manager Joe Carcia, NJ1Q, 
worked with Andrew Toth of XX Towers to 
install the new 2 meter/70 centimeter satellite 
antenna at W1HQ, the Laird Campbell 
Memorial HQ Operators Club. 


The Education Services Department prepared 
a band chart listing only the Technician 
privileges with the goal of improving clarity for 
those preparing for the Technician licensing 
exam, as well as for newly licensed Technician 
operators. This is just one of the many tools 
available on the Tech Prep Resource Library 
web page. 

A new QuickStats poll was posted to the ARRL 
website. 


The winner of the December QST Cover 
Plaque award was James K. Boomer, W9UJ, 
for his article “Delta Loop Collinear Antennas.” 


The February print issue of QST was released 
to the printer and the digital edition was 
released to the digital publisher. The January 
digital edition of QST was made available to 
ARRL members. 


Official Observer Desk: ARRL Field and 
Regulatory Correspondent Chuck Skolaut, 
KOBOG, handled complaints concerning a 
carrier signal on 7.040 MHz, interference to 
local repeaters on Long Island and unlicensed 
operation on 3.516 MHz, a shortwave 
broadcast station on 7.120 MHz and a third 
harmonic on 1.920 MHz. He also answered 
questions from radio amateurs concerning ISS 
uplink frequency, operating overseas, APRS 
beacons, Armed Forces crossband tests, 
calling frequencies, band plans in Central and 
South America, antenna restrictions and 
Technician licensees connecting on 10 meter 
repeaters via links. 


—submitted by Jim KEUUW 


KB6NU builds an end-fed, half- 
wave antenna 
—Dan KB6NU 


I’ve always been interested in end-fed, half- 
wave antennas before, but until this recently, 
I’d never built one. One of the reasons for this 
is that most designs are for QRP antennas and 
not made to handle more than 5 — 10 W of 
power. 


A couple of months ago, though, | ran across a 
design rated at 100 W 
(http://earchi.org/proj|_homebrew.html). The 
design seemed relatively simple to build, 
requiring only a single toroid and a capacitor 
made with a short length of RG-174 coax. Well, 
it just so happens that | bought 100-ft. of RG- 
174 at Dayton this year, and | found the toroid 
cores online from the "Toroid King" for a very 
reasonable price, so | decided it was high time 
to build one. 


All told, the parts cost about $10, the biggest 
part of that being a 4-in. x 4-in. x 2-in. plastic 
junction box (Carlon E989NNJ-CAR) | got from 
Lowe’s for $6.41. Compare that with the $60 
that LNR wants for their end-fed antenna. 


| put up the antenna about three weeks ago, on 
a beautiful fall Sunday, running 34 feet of wire 
up a trellis attached to a small deck in my 
backyard, then out to a tree near the back of 
my lot. With more than a little anticipation, | put 
the antenna analyzer on it, only to be 
somewhat disappointed with the readings. The 
SWR was 2.6:1 at 14.000 MHz, dropping to 
about 1.5:1 at 14.900 MHz. 


Since the internal tuner on my IC-746PRO is 
supposed to be good to 3:1, | did use it and 
made a couple of contacts. A guy in MA even 
gave me a 599 signal report. So, while | was a 
little uncomfortable with an SWR so close to 
the limit of my tuner, it did seem to radiate 
pretty well. 


| e-mailed the guy who published the design 
and asked why he thought the resonant 
frequency was so high, and he said that all | 
had to do was add a couple feet of wire to the 
antenna. | also did some more reading about 
end-feds and several websites suggested that 
adding a counterpoise might be a good idea, 
too. 


A week later, | finally got back to playing with 
the antenna. | added 24-in. of wire to it, and it 
did indeed bring down the SWR of the antenna 
to below 2:1 in the CW portion of 20m. I’m 
happier with this. | made a couple of contacts 
that day, too, with both stations giving me good 
reports. 


| still do plan to try a counterpoise. Not so 
much to improve the SWR, but to see if it 
makes the antenna a little more efficient. 


Overall, this has been a fun project. | learned 
something about end-fed, half-wave antennas 
and saved a bunch of money by rolling my 
own. Isn't that what ham radio is all about? 


When he's not messing with antennas, Dan, 
KB6NU publishes the "No-Nonsense" series of 
amateur radio license study guides. The latest 
in this series is the No-Nonsense Extra Class 
License Study Guide. For more information, go 
to KB6NU.Com or e-mail cwgeek@kb6nu.com. 


2013 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


EILEEN 


| KG6QNT 


FEBRUARY 


JIM 


K6UUW 


MARCH 


KEN 


N6KM 


APRIL 


MARTY 


KI6RTP 


MAY 


RACHEL 


KIGHDG 


JUNE 


GEORGE 


K6ITE 


JULY 


CRAIG 


KF6QZP 


AUGUST 


DEAN 


KI6FFM 


SEPTEMBER 


SAM 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


DICK 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


MIKE 


WD6TMH 


DECEMBER 


DARREL 


WD6BOR 


2013 VOMARC 


Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


ED 


| WIEJ 


FEBRUARY 


JIM 


K6UUW 


MARCH 


JOAN 


WoeW XU 


APRIL 


DAVE 


KG6FIL 


MAY 


FRANK 


KG6N 


JUNE 


ED 


W1EJ 


JULY 


AUGUST 


KEN 


N6KM 


SEPTEMBER 


SAM 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


DICK 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


MIKE 


WB6TMH 


DECEMBER 


DARREL 


WD6BOR 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — President, Training Officer 
Frank Wiebusch KG6N -— Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller KD6FIL — Secretary 

Desmond Kelly, KI6EDPZ — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the Sonoma Fire 
Station on 2" St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local 
(7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/o Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


Valley of the Moon ARC 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE Wed, JANUARY 16, 7:30pm at the City of Sonoma EOC, Sonoma 
Police Department, 175 1*' St West, Sonoma 


SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2013 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to Desmond KI6DZP, 416 Claudia Dr, Sonoma, CA 95476, or brought to the next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


